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Man and Trees- Whats The Connection?
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So the sense of our sentence, it seems to us, would then be: thou shalt not fell the fruit-trees of the
besieged city, for fruit-trees form the existence of human beings and are included in the siege, i.e. are
part and parcel of what you are trying to obtain by the siege. And as little as destruction may be the
object and intention of your siege, so little may you destroy the trees of the city...

But this prohibition of purposeless destruction of fruit trees around the besieged city is only to be taken
as an example of general wastefulness. Under the concept Nn*nwn 72 the purposeless destruction of
anything at all is taken to be forbidden, so that the n'nwn X7 of our text becomes the most
comprehensive warning to human beings not to misuse the position which G-d has given them as
masters of the world and its matter to capricious, passionate or merely thoughtless wasteful destruction
of anything on earth. Only for wise use has G-d laid the world at our feet when He said to Man, “subdue
the world and have dominion over it.”
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14. Rav Tzvi Hersh Weinreb Parshat Shoftim Man is Like a Tree

There are so many other ways in which we resemble the tree. The tree regenerates, and the wind
carries its seeds to great distances. So too, mankind is perpetuated over the generations, and sometimes
our descendants take root in corners of the earth that are far removed from us.

When | close my eyes and try to imagine the tree, two different images compete for my mind’s
attention. One is the tree standing alone in the field, with long and drooping overhanging branches,
providing shade for those who sit under it. So too, | can imagine human beings in my own life and in the
history of humanity who stood apart and were misunderstood yet provided physical or spiritual shelter
to so many others.

The other image | have is of one tree, not alone, but together with many others constituting an
impenetrable and mysterious forest. And so too, human beings band together into social groups which
contain their own idiosyncrasies, which seem impenetrable to the outsider.

There is a lesson in the metaphor of the tree for that most important human process: education. This
lesson is so well-expressed in the lines of the poet, Alexander Pope: “’Tis education forms the common
mind: Just as the twig is bent, the tree’s inclin’d.” Trees left to their own devices grow wildly. Proper
cultivation can direct their growth positively and productively. So too, humans benefit from proper
“bending,” discipline and training.
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And then there is the sad, but ultimate, connection between the tree and the human being. Trees
wither, and trees die. They are subject to the forces of nature: fire, wind, deterioration and decay. Yes,
we know of trees that have endured for centuries, but even those lengthy life spans eventually come to
an end.
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